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We want to help you to create a 
low carbon, sustainable energy 
legacy for the next generation of 
your community. As independent 
experts in solar we are the ideal 
partner for your community solar 
energy project.

The NSC Service
BRE NSC helps communities reduce energy bills, 
generate income and increase energy security.

We assist enthusiastic, dedicated volunteers to 
ensure these pioneering groups get valuable 
expert advice to establish solid foundations for 
their solar projects.

The BRE NSC team can:
- Help secure funding support
- Conduct feasibility studies
- Advise on site optimisation & model system 

performance
- Provide technical specification & support
- Assist with grid connection
- Provide planning support & advice
- Assess financial viability
- Support business planning
- Advise on integration of other renewable 

energy and efficiency measures

BRE National Solar Centre
Community Energy Support
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Funding Support
There are currently two main funding streams provided to support the development of 
community energy projects in England:

1. Rural Community Funding (RCEF) A £15million fund administered by WRAP to 
support rural communities develop renewable energy projects which provide 
economic and social benefits to the community.

2. Urban Community Funding (UCEF) A £10million fund administered by Centre 
for Sustainable Energy and Pure LEAPfrog to support development of urban 
community energy projects.

Both funds provide two stages of support for exemplar community energy projects that 
would otherwise be impeded by pre-planning consent expenditure.

Stage 1 - Provides grants up to £20,000 to pay for more speculative, initial 
investigations and consultations into feasibility of a renewable energy project. 

Stage 2 - Offers an unsecured loan of up to £130,000 to support planning applications 
and develop a robust business case to secure a bank loan or attract investment.

BRE National Solar Centre can work with you to complete the preliminary viability 
stages of a development through these funds and others.

Case Study – Menheniot Sports Association

Rising energy costs and securing the on-going sustainability of the Menheniot Sports 
Club was one of the key reasons for the Association to enter the Energyfund Cornwall 
competition.  The sports complex is home to the local cricket and tennis clubs and is a 
key facility for all who live in the small farming village and the surrounding area.

BRE National Solar Centre completed a full feasibility study including technical 
specification and financial analysis, helping Menheniot Sports Association build a strong 
case for solar PV and being awarded £10,000, covering the full cost of the 8kW system.  

BRE provided consultancy support to 13 communities entering in to the Energyfund
Cornwall competition that invested a total of £300,000 in community energy projects. 
Energyshare are currently looking for partners to develop other regional and national 
rounds of the Energyfund competition.  

‘The solar power system will provide a 
much needed income to the club, 
enabling us to provide tennis and 

cricket coaching at Menheniot Sports 
Club and to four local schools.  BRE 

provided the technical detail that 
helped us secure the funding.’

Keith Goldsmith, Menheniot Sports 
Association

Services from the NSC

- Development Support
- Technical Due Diligence
- Performance Evaluation
- Fault Investigation
- Expert Witness
- Procurement support
- Training
- Financial modelling
- Research & Development

Contact the NSC

Get in touch to discuss how 
we can work with you and 
support your project.

BRE National Solar Centre
Foundation Building
Eden Project
Bodelva
St Blazey
PL24 2SG

T: +44(0)1726 871830
E: nsc@bre.co.uk
www.bre.co.uk/nsc

@natsolarcentre

About the NSC

The BRE National Solar 
Centre was set up by the BRE 
Group to help improve the 
quality of installations and 
availability of information 
about solar in the UK.

Our strength lies in our 
independent, authoritative 
solar expertise for local 
authorities, communities, 
housing associations, land 
owners, corporations and 
investors considering solar.

Part of the BRE Trust


